
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rockwell College PareNts Council ASSOCIATION Meeting 
Minutes``
Date: 10.11.20
Time: 6.30-7.30
Chairperson: Michael Fogarty
In Attendance
Audrey O’Byrne, Victor Shee, M Brannigan, P.Keating , Sinead Kennedy, Rosemary Heffernan, , Anne Doherty, Greg Rafter, , Emer Leahy, Daragh Byrne, Sinead O’Mahony Carey, Micheal Fogarty, Paula Murphy

Agenda
· Address Principal 
· Minutes
· Matters arising
· Policy development 
· Board of management Report
· Upcoming events  	
· AOB  

Micheal Fogarty 
Chairpersons address
Welcome as PAC Chairperson 
Minutes from last meeting – Proposed 1st Greg Rafter, 2nd Rosemary Heffernan





Agreed Report   - Meeting of Board of Management 13th October 
AOB shared the Agreed Report form the BOM of Oct. 13th with the meeting. 
(a) Matters arising
· One candidate received upgrade under calculated grades 
· Remote Open Day – 120 local families attended , 24 boarding families attended 
· Level 5 now in place; activities curtailed
· SRC council reps in place 
· PAC in place 
· Personnel Development for teachers 

(b) Child Protection – Audrey O Byrne 
· Conor Desmond Deputy Principal – Deputy Designated Liaison Officer Child Protection 

Matters Arising from the Agreed Report
· Michéal Fogarty asked for confirmation of the date(s) the Study Skills sessions took place. 
· V. Shee asked if the college would be issuing JC certification – AOB confirmed it would not. No official certification of Profile of Achievement will be issued this year. 
· AOB clarified that remote PTMs are not taking place for 6th years and 2nd years and that written feedback will be given in lieu. The template was shared with the meeting. 
· 2nd and 6th years will be first to receive reports. AOB acknowledged that parents have been terrific to date. 6th Year reports to be sent the 16th November. 2nd Year reports to be sent the 30th November or the following week. 



Speakers (Sinead O’Mahony Carey & Audrey O Byrne) 
Bronagh Starr’s responded to email and is willing to facilitate a zoom presentation to parents on understanding adolescent anxiety in a pandemic 
Rockwell College can facilitate 100 places first come first served 
One hour session possible suggestion 6.30-7.30 mid weeks before Christmas 
Sinead will email Bronagh re same 

John Leahy Substance Misuse Service HSE Vaping in School (Audrey O Byrne) 
· Stated that this is a massive concern for the staff of Rockwell college 
· Parents do not seem to be concerned re same 
· Possible issue with THC in vape’s and the effects it is having on students physical and mental well being ( Sinead O’ Mahony Carey and Michelle Brannigan agreed with same 
· There will be a Parents zoom awareness presentation facilitated by John Leahy in the HSE   
· Daragh Byrne PRO  will put information given by John on the Rockwell College web site 

AOB: 
Dangerous Parking at the Roundabout in Rockwell College 
Audrey O Byrne stated that this is a very serious health and safety risk as borders cross from breakfast every morning and this is particularly dangerous in the winter months when mornings are darker 
Audrey looked for suggestions from parents: possible suggestion of STOP sign entering and exiting off roundabout (SOMC) 

Concerns re shorter day (Query Michael Fogarty response Audrey O Byrne) 
Re reverting to shorted school day 
This will be only considered presently in the event of adverse weather conditions that would deter training and sports outside as it becomes a health and safety concern re COVID social distancing restrictions where there are 500 students in house 
Impact of shorted day will have no impact on study but would not facilitate sports 
Emer Leahy asked if there were anything parents can do re volunteering supervision where there are adverse weather conditions 
Parents could be vetted.  Audrey O Byrne took this suggestion on board 

Re Sports 
Sinead Kennedy concerned that this year’s 6th years have taken the brunt of COVID restrictions and we need to be aware that sports are huge for them – it’s no one’s fault but it is tough on students 
Re Showers 
Michael Fogarty asked re issue with no showers. AOB stated this was not a Rockwell College decision but that of the H.S.P.C and H.S.A. decision 
Paul Keating asked of the option of training after study or last hour of study but there is an issue with lighting all weather pitch 

Date for next meeting – to be decided 

Re minutes synopsized – Sinead O’Mahony Carey and Daragh Byrne will organize synopsizing for the Rockwell College web site 
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